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October 2017 Weather Summary

October2017 producedabove normal temperatures, while precipitation was
quite below normal in most areasexcept for around the mountains. Despite a
fairly dry October, cumulative precipitation for the year remainedat 7% above
normalfor EIPaso,Texas

A neutral ENSOpattern is slowly making a transition into a La Nina Pattern
over the Pacificoceanthis fall. The upper pattern favored a dominant, fairly
strong high pressure system over the western United States, with fairy dry
northwest flow aloft. Thisresultedin quite a few cold fronts movingin from the
east(what we call backdoor fronts). A few of the strongercold fronts movedin
on the 10" (about 15 degreedrop), 24" (10-15 degreedrop), and the 27t (15-20
degreedrop).

Our summer monsoon seasonin Southernnew Mexico and far west Texasis
traditionally flanked on both sides (late Spring and early Fall) by a higher
potential for severethunderstorms Thisyearwasno exceptionwhen on Oct 19,
Hillsbororeported hail to sizeof 1.75inchesin diameter.



Looking ahead to November, the monthly outlook is for a good chance of drier than
normal, and a decent chance of below normal precipitation. This is pretty typical of La
Nina weather patterns, and indeed the official winter outlook for our area reflects
these same tendencies (above normal temperatures, below normal precipitation).
November sees the largest month change in normal high temperatures. El Paso
decreases from an average high of 72 degrees on ttietd an average high of 60
degrees on the 30.

November is when the lowland areas see their first freeze of the season, and quite
often will see a bit of snow, at least near the end of the month.
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The NWS at Santa Teresa hosted the NMSU Ozone study this summer into
October many of their Ozone radiosonde launches into the Atmosphere.



